The fractures connected with the iliofemoral articulation are, 1st, Those of the neck of the femur, either wholly or partially within the capsule. 2d, Those of the os-innominatum, passing through the bottom of the acetabulum, or removing a part of its elevated margin. These present analogy of symptoms, may be confounded one with the other, or with luxations of the femur upon the dorsum of the ileum, or into the sacro-ischiatic notch.
When we consider the os innoininatum in its connexion with the hip-joint, that in the natural state the head of the bone is sunk nearly to its neck in the acetabulum, it is evident that any force applied to the femur would, unless that bone were in a strong and healthy state, tend rather to fracture it somewhere in its neck, than to remove a portion of the firm bony margin of the acetabulum. This fracture is therefore more likely to occur previous to that age at which fracture of the neck of the femur is so common, though it may occur at any age when the injury is such as to cause fracture of the os innominatum passing through the acetabulum from force applied to that bone itself, as happened in the third case, where the patient was thrown down from a bank of earth falling upon him; for when disunion of the bone had once taken place, 
